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DECISIONS OF THE COUNCIL OF FOREIGN MINISTERS ON AUSTRIA. According 
F> the communique issued by the four Foreign Ministers in Paris on 
June 20th the Foreign Winisters have agreed as follows: 


(a) 
That Austria's frontiers shall be those of Jan, 1, 1938, 


(b) 
That the treaty for Austria shall provide that Austria shall 
guaranty to protect the rights of the Slovene and Croat minorities in 
Austria, 





(c) 
That reparations shall not be exacted from Austria, but that 
Yugoslavia shall hae the right to seize, retain or liquidate Austrian 
property, rights and interests within Yugoslav territory. 


(da) 
That the Soviet Union shail receive from Austria $150,000,000 in 
freely convertible currency, to be paid in six years, 


(e) 

That the definitive settlement shall include: 

1e The relinguishment to Austria of all property, rights or 
interests held or claimed as German assets and of war industrial en- 
terprises, houses and similar immovable property in Austria held or 
claimed as wax booty on the understanding that the deputies will be 
instructed to define more accurately the categories of war booty 
transferred to Austria - with the exception of tse oil assets and 
DeD.SeGe - Danube Shipping Company - properties transferred to the 
Soviet Union under other paragraphs of Article 55 of the treaty, in- 
dicated in the U,S,.S.R. proposals of Jan, 24, 1948, as revised and 
retained in general under Austrian jurisdiction, Accordingly, the 
assets of the D,D.S.G, in Bulgaria, 4ungary and Rumania as well as 
100 per cent of the assets of the company in Lastern Austria, in 
accordance with a list to be agreed upon by the deputies, will be 
transferred to the U,.S,S,k, 

2. That the rights, properties and interests transferred to the 
U.S.SeR, aS well as the rights, properties and interests which the 
U.S.S.R. cedes to Austria shall be transferred without any charges or 
claims on the part of the U,S.S,.R,. or on the part of Austria, At the 
same time it is understood that the words "charges or claims" mean 
not only creditor claims arising out of the exercise of the Allied 
control of these rights, properties, and interests after May 8, 1945, 
but also all other claims including claims in respect of taxes, It 
is also understood that the reciprocal waivers by the U,5,.S,.R, and 
Austria of charges and claims apply to all such charges and claims as 
exist on the date when Austria formalizes the rights of the U,5,5,k, 
to the German assets transferred to it and on the date of the actual 
transfer to Austria of the assets ceded by the U,.S.S,.R. 


(f) 
That all former Gerran assets which have become the property of 
the U,S,5,.R, shall not be subject to alienation without the consent 
of the U,5,S,R. 


(g) 
That the deputies shall resume their work promptly for the 
purpose of reaching agreement not later than Sept.1, 1949, on the 
draft treaty as a whole, 


TRUMAN AND ACHESON STATEMENTS ON AUSTRIAN TREATY, On June 21, Presi- 
dent Truman made the rollowing statement on the conclusion of the 
Foreign Ministers' Conference in Paris: 
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" ecocccccesee Genuine progress was made at this session toward 
the conclusion of the treaty with Austria, This is a development 
which I know will be most welcome to the people of Austria, who for 
four years since the end of hostilities have lived under a regime of 
occupation, | 

Almost six years ago, at the first lloscow conference in 1943, it 
wags SOlemmly declared that Austria was to be regarded not as an enemy 
country but as a liberated country, the first victim of Nazi aggression, 
and it has been the consistent effort of the United States Government 
and the Governments of the United Kingdom and France to honor the 
pledge made at that time, 

Yet previous meetings of the Council of Foreign llinisters and 
their deputies failed to remove the obstacles which certain Soviet 
claims concerning Austria placed in the way of a speedy conclusion 
of a treaty with the Austrian Republic, 

At the Paris session the more important of these obstacles were 
finally removed by a freely negotiated agreement among the four 
powers, and we have reason to hope that before the end of the year 
the treaty may be signed, 

Such a positive achievement would be very gratifying. The 
Austrian people will acclaim this progress and they in tum should be 
commended for their attitude of patient understanding throughout the 
protracted negotiations, 

The AustriamGovernment has been currently consulted during the 
negotiations in Paris, and the agreement reached preserves intact the 
vital interests of Austria, 

it can be said that the goal so important forAustria and her 
people is at last in sight, The United States Governmamt whole- 
heartedly welcomes the results of the conference on Austria." 

On June 23, Secretary of State Dean Acheson made the following 
extemporaneous remarks on the Foreignidinisters' conference in Paris 
as released by the State Department following his news conference: 

" ecccccceeee§ in regard to Austria, a substantial step forward 
was taken, There the principal problems which have been preventing 
the writing of a treaty were not completely solved, but the avenue 
towards solution was found, The matter of the Yugoslav claims as to 
territory and reparations is disposed of, That has been finished, 
That, of course, has been a great impediment. That is out of the way. 

The terribly complex and harassing problem of German property 
claimed by the Soviet Union has been solved in its major outlines, 
The Soviet Government will get 60 per cent of the oil properties as a 
concession for some thirty years, and {150,000,000 over six years, 
and in return for that, it will release all other properties, 

There are a great many perplexing and technical questions in- 
volved in carrying that out but once you reach that solution, 1 think 
these other questions can be worked out, and this arrangement is not 
a victory for anybody. It was a sharply bargained arrangement which 
i think is perfectly fair to both sides and wnder which when the 
treaty is written, a viable and independent Austria, which will have 
to scratch hard for its living but which will still be viable and in- 
dependent, can emerge and rejoin the community of free nations," 


PARIS AGREEMENT HAILED BY AUSTRIA, Following the conclusion of the 
rfaris conference, !'ederal President Dr, Karl Renner addressed the 
following message to the Austrian people: 

"Jith infinite patience and unshakable confidence in its right 
the Austrian people has waited for four years that the Great Powers, 
in fulfillment of promises made long ago, restore Austria to full 
freedom and sovereignty through the conclusion of a State Treaty". 

"As a result of the decisions reached at the Paris conference 
this aim has now come within sight, In this moment, our awareness of 
the manifold sacrifices still to be made cannot overshadow the joy 
and satisfaction which we derive from the knowledge that the old 
frontiers of our country are maintained and secured. Now we will 
have to show that, once more responsible for ourselves and firmly 
attached to democratic cooperation, we will be able to find a way to 
a better future so that our country, small in size but so rich in 
Cultural heritage, may at long last re-assume its rightful place in 
the comity of the United Nations," 

; Federal Chancellor Leopold Figl made the following statement on 
une 21st: 

"The news that the four Foreign ldinisters have reached an agree- 
ment on the Austrim State Treaty Gn Paris are indeed glad tidings 
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for Austria, i1t is understandable that this nation which lost its 
sovereignty on llarch leth, 1958 should again long to take its fate in 
its own hands, The Austrian Goverment has received this news with 
particular satisfaction since the attainment of the goal it set itself 
in the Government declaration of December 21, 1945 has thereby come 
within closer reach, before termination of the legislative term, 

"The fact that an agreement has finally been reached on the State 
Treaty is primarily the merit of the Austrian people themselves who, 
by hard work and with great sacrifices, have achieved feats of re- 
construction which are receiving recognition throughout the world, By 
so doing, the Austrian people have proven how much they are attached 
to their homeland and have shown that they are qualified to guide their 
om fate, We know that all difficulties will not be solved by signing 
of the State Treaty and withdrawal of the occupation troups and that 
we shall have to continue to make sacrifices, But we also know that 
now we shall be working for ourselves and that our work shall be di- 
rected at the management of our own house," 

"But today the Austrian people and their goverment also thank 
the four Foreign Ministers for having taken so important a step in 
international conciliation with their understanding of the Austrian 
problem, a step which will be greeted with joy and deep satisfaction 
not only by the people of Austria but by the entire world - because 
this agreement on the State Treaty represents a tremendous step on the 
road to peace and to the freedom of all mankind," 

Both Federal President Dr, Karl Renner and Federal Chancellor 
Leopold Figl addressed warm-hearted telegrams of thanks and apprecia- 
tion to Foreign Minister Dr, larl Gruber for his efforts on behalf of 
the State Treaty, 

Foreign Winister Gruber who had engaged in extensive and repeated 
talks with the four Foreign Ministers and their assistants during the 
Paris Conference, held a press conference at the Austrian Legation in 
Paris immediately after the end of the Paris meeting about which the 
special Paris correspondent of the "Wiener Zeitung" reports: 

"The final result achieved by the Council of Foreign Iinisters on 
the question of the Austrian State Treaty signifies a decisive step 
forward, one which also has a juridical basis, The abandonment of 
Yugoslavia's claims is to be regarded as a final clarification of the 
situation, it is now to be hoped that the Special Deputies will 
attain their goal in London, particularly since the question of German 
assets is no longer a political, but merely a technical problem, 
Although no final agreement has yet been produced on the German ques- 
tion, the agreement on general principles achieved on the Austrian 
problem is of remarkable significance because it has opened wide the 
door leading to an improvement of international relations." 

The Conference of the Foreign Ministers! Deputies will open only 
on June 50th in London's Lancaster House, in view of the fact that 
both the Austrian and Allied representatives will require time for 
preparations. 


AUSTRALIAN FOREIGN MINISTER EVATT IN INMISBRUCK, Dr, Herbert Evatt, 
Foreign Minister or Australia and President of the last Assembly of 
the United Nations, spent several days in the Austrian Tyrol and the 
city of Innsbruck at the beginning of June, This was Dr, Evatt's 
first visit to Austria, The Australian statesman declared that he was 
confident and hopeful that Austria would be admitted to the United 
Nations before the end of this year, Dr, Evatt, who is on his way 
back to Australia, travelled by car from London and, after his stay 

in the Tyrol, continued his trip to Italy. 





AUSTRIA'S MINISTER OF INTERIOR IN PARIS, Austria's Minister of 
Interior, Oskar Helmer, paid a brief visit to Paris in the middle of 
June, In the French capital, Minister Helmer had talks with France's 
ilinister of Interior Jules sioch, Foreign Minister Schuman and Minister 
of Education Delbos, He was also received by French President Vincent 
Auriol and Prime Minister Queuille. During these talks linister 
Helmer had occasion to discuss problems relating to Austria, Before 
his departure, he had a long meeting with Britain's Ernest Bevin. 


AUSTRIAN DELEGATION TO THE I.eLe0. CONFERENCE IN GENEVA, Austria's 
delegation to e Send Conference oO @ international Labor Organiza- 
tion now meeting in Geneva (from June 8th to July 2nd) is headed by 
Austria's Minister of Social Affairs Karl Maisel and includes repre- 
sentatives of management and labor, The I,1l,0, is a specialized 
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agency Of the United Nations, 


VIENNA_CATHOLICS STAGE GIGANTIC MASS RALLY, The first “Catholic Day" 
since the end of the war was celebrated in Vienna on June 12th, On 
the evening before, a huge torch parade was staged by catholic youth 
with the participation of about a quarter million people, On the 
following morning special divine services were held at the Vienna 
"Zeldenplatz" at which Cardinal Innitzer officiated and which were 
attended by more than 100,000 people» In his short sermon the Cardi- 
nal chose the theme "Wherefrom Evil?" and gave the following reply: 

ye exhort everyone to ‘Render unto God what is God's'$ A Christian 
can no longer lead a double life: observe a Christian Sunday and live 
a heathen life during the week, Christ is King, whether the world 
admits it or not. He does not rule by means of forced labor and tor- 
ture chambers, nor does he govern with threats of death and with human 
miserye He rules in freedom, he governs with love," 

The “Catholic Day" ceremonies were concluded in the afternoon of 
June 12th with a giant ceremony in the packed Vienna Stadium which was 
filled by more than 60,000 people. A festival play was given in the 
presence Of the Federal Chancellor, the members of the Government, 
all Bishops, faculty members of the University and the Clergy. The 
afternoon closed with a festival concert at the Vienna Concert Hall 
during which works of Bach, Mozart and Bruckner were performed and at 
which the Vienna Choir Yoys sange 


FORMER FEDERAL CHANCELLOR KARL VAUGOIN DEAD, Karl Vaugoin, the former 
Chancellor and inister of the Armed Forces of the first Austrian Re- 
public died on June llth in hrems, lIarl Vaugoin was one of the most 
noted political personalities of the period between the two World Wars 
and, between 1920 and 1933 when he was Idinister of the Armed Forces 
almost uninterruptedly, he created the new Austrian Federal Army, In 
1930 he was Federal Chancellor for a period of several months, He was 
a member of the Christian-Social Party which he had represented since 
1912 in the Vienna iiunicipal Council and since 1920 in the Austria 
Parliament. In 1935 Vaugoin withdrew from active political life al- 
though until 1938 he remained President of the Austrian Federal Rail- 
ways + 





AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN FRONTIER CLOSED BY HUNGARY, The 234-mile jong fron- 
tier between Austria and Hungary has been hermetically sealed by the 
Hungarian authorities during the past few months, The Hungarians have 
established along the entire border a 164-foot wide strip which has 
been completely cleared of all trees, and have erected a triple barbed 
wire fence five feet in height protected by mines, flares and explo- 
sives, Further behind the border, up to a depth of 55 feet, 39-foot 
high guard towers have also been erected, The latter are provided 
with giant searchlights which have a range of more than a mile and are 
continuously manned, All these measures are similar to those which 
the Nazis took during the war to cut Austria off from the countries 
surrounding her, Of the 66 border passage points between Austria and 
hungary heretofore used, 53 have been completely closed, 8 have been 
restricted to limited use and only 5 have been left open for general 
traffic. 

According to a recent report in the "Wiener Zeitung", the Hungar- 
ian authorities have stated that these measures were not directed 
against Austria but only against the many refugees who have been try- 
ing to flee into Austria from the Hungarian "People's Democracy", 
Despite these measures, the flow of refugees continues to remain 
great, although most people fleeing into Austria now do so over the 
Czech-Hungarian and Yugoslav-Hungarian borders. 





AUSTRIAN ASSETS ABROAD ESTIMATED AT 9 BILLION SCHILLINGS, The total 
value of Austrian assets abroad amount to more than 9 billion schil- 
lings (900 million dollars), according to a report recently published 
by the Vienna daily, "Neues Oesterreich", Part of this property 
abroad is owned by some 80,000 Austrians who used to reside abroad but 
returned to Austria after the second World Wars; another part belongs 
to Austrian banks, industrial concerns and forwarding agencies which 
have owned most of these properties and assets since the first World 
War, especially in the Danube Basin, The remainder of Austrian over- 
seas property is owned by Austrians who have settled abroad but who 
have not relinquished their Austrian citizenship, 

Almost two thirds of these assets are located in Southeastern 
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qurope, Czechoslovakia and Poland, After the war, political develop- 
nents in those countries brought most of this Austrian property under 
requisition by the respective Governments and the future of these 
assets is still in dispute, Negotiations on this matter are already 
peing conducted with Rumania and Bulgaria, but compensation discus- 
sions with Czechoslovakia must still await the conclusion of the 
justrian State Treaty. 

‘On the other hand, the United States, Great Britain, Turkey, 
Italy and a few other countries have lifted all restrictions on 
Austrian assets which have again been placed at the disposal of their 
Austrian owners, About a third, or 3 billion schillings (300 million 
dollars) worth of Austrian assets, are located in these countries, 


AUSURIAN FOREIGN TRADE CONTINUES TO FLOURISH. During the month of 
Tarch Austria's foreign trade reached its highest post-war level, with 
exports totalling 286,8 million schillings and imports amounting to 
365,8 millions, These figures represent a 70 million schilling in- 
crease in imports and a 52 million schilling rise in exports over the 
previous month, Leading the list of Austria's foreign suppliers and 
markets is Italy which bought 71,4 million schillings worth of 
Austrian products as compared to 57,7 million schillings worth of goods 
sold to Austria, E::ports to Italy consisted primarily of wood, paper, 
pig iron and iron products, Imports from Germany amounted to 55.7 
million schillings while exports to that country also increased con- 
siderably. Czechoslovakia received Austrian goods valued at 18.9 mil- 
lion schillings and sent Austria more than 21 million schillings worth 
of merchandise. Imports from Englad increased from 24 millions in 
February to almost 30 millions in March, with exports to that country 
climbing from 12,5 to 18,2 million schillings,. There was also an in- 
tensification of exports to Switzerland, Yugoslavia and bulgaria, but 
especially to Egypt to which Austria exported goods amounting to 12,5 
million schillings,. 

The tremendous development of Austrian foreign trade can best be 
illustrated by comparing the figures for the first quarter of 1948 
with those of the corresponding period in 1949, During the first 
three months of 1949, imports amounted to 924 million schillings as 
compared to only 545 million schillings for the same period in 1948, 
Exports for the first quarter of 1949 totalled 745 millions as com- 
pared to 356 millions for the first three months of 1948, which means 
that Austrian exports more than doubled in terms of monetary value 
within the period of one year, 


AUSTRIA IS TRIESTE'S PRIUCIPAL CLIHIT, Austria is responsible for 80% 
of present income derived by the city of Trieste from its port and 
transit facilities, Italy's share is 14% and the remaining 6% is 
earned from all other countries combined, These figures show the im- 
portance of the port of Trieste to Austria, but bear even greater evi- 
dence to the dependence of Trieste on its commercial relations with 
Austria, Since Trieste's income is derived almost exclusively from 

its transit and port facilities, the defection of Austria as a client 
would be practically equivalent to an economic death sentence for the 
Adriatic city. The conclusion of the new trade treaty with Italy has 
now brought about a further inducement for Austria to direct her export 
and import trade through the port of Trieste because, according to the 
agreement, Austria can now meet her local expenses in Trieste and her 
ocean freight costs in lire instead of having to pay these costs in 
dollars as heretofore, This new development will undoubtedly tend to 
concentrate Austria's overseas shipments even more on the port of 
Trieste, The greater portion of Austrian products exported via Trieste 
have been those sold to the liediterranean countries and to the Near 

and Far East. Exports to America still play a relatively minor part 

in the volume of Austrian goods transshipped via Trieste. During the 
first quarter of 1949, Austria imported 491,000 tons via Trieste, three 
fourths of which consisted of ERP imports and one fourth of regular 
trade imports, During this same period, Austria's exports via Trieste 
amounted to 118,000 tons, Of these, 54,585 tons consisted of wood, 
62,515 of nitrogen fertilizer, 24,507 of pig iron and natural steel, 
7,400 of finished steel products, 10,272 of paper, 5,462 of magnesite 
and 35,446 tons of prefabricated frame houses, metals and other goods. 


AUSTRIAN POWER PRODUCTION IN 1948 AMOUNTED TO 4,2 BILLION KWH, In 
1948, Austria produced a total of 4,2 billion kilowatt-hours of elec- 
tric power, or 30% more than were produced in 1947 and 130% more than 




















Al 
D 
f 
a 
t 
t 
f 
i 


4 


ct ct 


ss eH Ol> 


ll el ee, ee eee 











3/30/49 AUSTRIAN IMFORMATION-6 


the 1937 output. Of this combined total, 3,67 billion Kw-hrs (or 87%) 
were produced by hydraulic stations and 0,54 billion Kwehrs by thermal 
energy plants, Domestic current consumption amounted to 3,33 billion 
Kw-ehrs with the balance being exported, A large portion of the elec- 
tric power exported to Western Europe was produced by the hydraulic 
stations of the Vorarlberg ("Illwerke") and the Tyrol ("Achenseewerk"), 
The increase in the production of electric energy was due almost ex- 
clusively to the establishment of new hydraulic power stations while 
the output of electric current from thermal stations remained almost 
the same, 


WORK PROGRESSING ON AUSTRIAN POWER STATIONS, The 1949 construction 
program of Austria's power production plants is proceeding according 
to schedule, Intensive work is going on at 35 different construction 
sites, The number of workers engaged on these projects now totals 
more than 16,000 men as compared to 15,000 last year, The major con- 
struction project is the "“Tauernkraftwerk" near Kaprun which more than 
3,500 workers are now engaged in completing. A second large-scale 
power station, the "Ennskraftwerk" in Grossraming (Upper Austria), 
employs 2,500 workers. 





ADDITIONAL PRODUCTION INCREASES IN METAL ORE, LEAD, ZINC AND SULPHUR, 
During the first quarter of 1949 the production of iron ore increased 
from 100,529 tons in January to 111,748 tons in ifarch, together with 
a marked rise in the production of pig iron. During the same period 
the output of lead and zinc increased from 6,527 to 8,112 tons and 
that of copper from 2,754 to 4,524 tons in March, The ilarch figure 
for the production of sulphur was 1,156 tons as compared to 871 tons 
in February. Magnesite production also increased during the month of 
larch: crude magnesite to 42,925 tons per month, sintering magnesite 
to 14,778 tons, magnesite bricks to 9,023 tons and caustic magnesite 
to 6,579 tonse 





AUSTRIA EXPORTS WATCHES TO AUSTRALIA, The largest Austrian watch and 
clock company, Plangg & Pfluger, in Bludenz (Vorarlberg) began ex- 
porting its products to Australia a few months ago, At the present 
time some 15,000 timepieces are being exported to Australia every 
month, although an increase in these deliveries is expected, 





ROLLING STOCK OF AUSTRIAN FEDERAL RAILROADS, Present requirements of 
the Austrian Federal Kaillways amount to about 40,000 freight cars and 
8,000 passenger cars, But rolling stock now available to the Railroad 
Administration only amounts to 5,000 passenger coaches and about 
25,000 freight cars, This amount of rolling stock is far below pre- 
war levels when Austria had 53,000 freight cars and 7,000 passenger 
cars, Since the end of the war more than 1,000 freight cars have been 
added to partially compensate for the shortage; most of these were 
manufactured in Austria itself, Several thousand freight and passen- 
ger cars, which had been destroyed or damaged during the war were re- 
paired and restored in the Federal Railroads' own machine shops and 
are now in service. Present capacity of Austria's plants producing 
rolling stock equipment and of her repair shops has reached such a 
high level that they will be able to fully replenish the country's 
rolling stock within a few yearse 





GOOD WINE HARVEST EXPECTED THIS YEAR, The grape blossoming period in 
Austria's vinicultural areas came to an end toward the middle of June 
and there is every reason to believe that this year's crop will be a 
good one, Quantitatively, the grape harvest is expected to produce 
almost as much wine as last year when there was a record yield of 
some 2,9 million gallons, The good results of this year's harvest 
are due primarily to the abundant rainfall during the month of May. 

Austria's wine producers are now busy modernizing their produc- 
tion methods in order to better withstand the increasing competition 
with which they are faced, The vineyards themselves have also been 
enlarged in various areas for the first time since the war which 
means that even this year's production is expected to be somewhat 
greater, last winter already, large wine exports, the first since 
the war, were again resumed to overseas areas, including the United 
States. Even though only small amounts were sold, Austrian wines 
found a good market in this country. Increased wine exports are 
planned for the coming year, 
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THE DEVELOPIIENT OF THE AUSTRIAN BREWING INDUSTRY, At the present time, 
there are in Austria 100 industrial breweries which produce a total of 
39,600,000 gallons of beer per year, Of these, the “Schwechater" brew- 
ery in Vienna is the largest single brewing establishment on the 
European continent. In 1912, Austria's beer production amounted to 

184 million gallons; after the first World War it dropped to 72 mil- 
lion gallons; and in 1959, production was back to about 1352 million 
gallons per year, Today the production of beer is still hampered by 
the shortage of hops and barley both of which must be imported from 
abroad and is therefore still far below pre-war quality. The alcoholic 
content of the beer produced after the war was only 2-1/2% by volume, 
but last year this was raised to 7-1/2 and it is expected that by the 
end of this year, full grade beer (12% by volume) will again be made, 
About 60% of the beer made in Austria is sold in bottles, the remainder 
being sold from tape Including the employees of the more than 80,000 
public places where beer is sold, upwards of 200,000 people are engaged 
in Austria's beer-producing and beer-selling industry, 

Austria is one of the oldest beer-producing countries in the 
world, As far back as the year 1022, beer with hops was already being 
brewed in Lower Austria, In 1296, the first big brewery was estab- 
lished in Vienna, This brewhouse belonged to the Vienna “Buerger- 
spital" and enjoyed exclusive brewing rights for the city of Vienna 
until the year 1699, Outside of Vienna, especially in Styria (Goesser 
Beer), Salzburg (Stiegl Brew), Upper Austria (Zipfer Brew) and Tyrol 
(Kundler Beer), but also in the neighborhood of Vienna (Nussdorf Beer), 
important breweries were established as time went by and in 1922 their 
number reached 160, b5But later mergers reduced the number of breweries 
to the present total of about 100, 





LOUIS ROTHSCHILD DONATES ESTATES TO AUSTRIAN REPUBLIC. Louis Roth- 
schild has given to the Republic of Austria the forest estates near 
Waydhofen an der Ybbs and at Goestling in Lower Austria of which he 
had been dispossessed by the Nazis after their occupation of Austria 
in 1958 and which were to be returned to him in accordance with the 
Austrian Restitution Law, In return, the Austrian Government has ob- 
ligated itself to Louis Rothschild to incorporate all employees of 
these estates into Civil Service and to continue payment of pensions 
and other social obligations toward them in the same amounts as here- 
tofore, These real estate properties represent only part of the ex- 
tensive Rothschild holdings in Austria, 





AUSTRIAN UNEMPLOYMENT FIGURES DROP, Unemployment figures have dropped 
by 19.4% as compared to the unemployment situation in March of this 
year, according to a report of the Austrian Labor Department. At the 
end of April the number of wnemployed stood at 108,012; in March there 
were 150,178 unemployed, For the same month of April the nunber of 
persons receiving unemployment compensation was 69,975 as compared to 
80,000 in March, a decrease of more than 23%, 





AUSTRIAN WORKERS SPORTS ASSOCIATION STAGES PAGEANT IN VIENNA STADIUM, 
On the evening of June 17th, the Austrian Workers’ Sports Association 
staged a pageant in the Vienna Stadium which was attended by more than 
20,000 people, The pageant, entitled "We Pioneer the Way" and written 
by “Wilhelm Adametz, illustrated the historical development of Austria 
since 1914, The 1000 singers of the Workers' Choir participated in 

the performance which included almost 3000 actors, The scenes in pan- 
tomime were accompanied by the chorus and vocal music, Vice-Chancellor 
Adolf Schaerf and Mayor Theodor Koerner attended the festivities as 
honorary guests. 





BUDGETS OF THE AUSTRIAN FEDERAL PROVINCES, The combined total of the 
estimated budgets of Austria's 9 federal provinces amounts to 2,226 
million schillings in expenditures and 2,082 millions in receipts. 
The budget of Upper Austria is the only one that is completely bal- 
anced; all other provinces will have to bridge a deficit of about 6% 
The highest per capita quota is for the population of Vienna, where 
the per capita figure for expenditures will amount to 645 schillings 
and that of receipts to 619 schillings.e The Burgenland has the lowest 
per capita figures: 142 schillings in anticipated receipts and 155 in 
expected expenditures, 

The largest items of expenditure are for the state finance and 
tax administrations (26%), general government (19.5%), health services 
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(15.7%), public welfare and assistance to youth (12%), of the combined 
pudgets, with most of the balance of expenditures going to housing 
and such public economic enterprises as electricity and gas works, 
hydraulic stations and public transportation, 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBIT OF AUSTRIAN ART MASTERPIECES IN THE U.S.A, In its 
session of June 8th, the Austrian Cabinet took up the request made by 
several U.S, museum curators for the organization of Austrian art ex- 
hibits in the United States, according to a report published by the 
"liener Zeitung". The Council of Ministers decided to have Austria's 
art masterpieces shown to the American public in four consecutive ex- 
hibitions in Washington, New York, Chicago and San Francisco, The 
first exhibition is scheduled to open in ‘iashington during the month 
of October, 

The exhibition will include many famous Italian paintings of the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, There will be twelve Titians, 
Corregio's "Ganymede" and his "Io, Giorgione's "Laura", Tintoretto's 
"Susanna", his "Man in Armor" and two others; Bassano's "Worship of 
the Kings", six Veronese,» Moro's "Philipp III", Caravaggio's ‘Madonna 
ith Wreath" and Reni'ts “Baptism of Christ", 

Among the eighteenth century works will be eight paintings by 
Rubens, including the "Feast of Venus" and "Self-Portrait"; nine by 
Van Dyck, including "Man in Armor", and three Rembrandts, including 
"Self-Portrait" and "Titus Reading": Jan Steen's “Topsy-Turvy World", 
Vermeer's “The Artist in his Studio”, one Franz Hals and six por- 
traits by Velasquez, 

The exhibit will also comprise bronze sculptures by Giovanni 
Bologna, Riccio and other goldsmiths' works; cameos, vases of rock 
crystal, including a Burgundian court beaker; old weapons, armor and 
tapestries, 

Much the same exhibit New York will see is now in London and has 
already been shown with great success in Zurich, Brussels, Amsterdam, 
Paris, Stockhola and Copenhagen, 








HANAK EXHIBIT IN VIENIA, An exhibit of the works of the great 
Austrian sculptor Anton Hanak, was opened at the end of June at the 
"Secession" in Vienna, Of the 36 marble and bronze statues, some of 
which are greater than lifesize, the Austrian master's famous works 
"The Giant", "The Golden Countenance", “The Last Man", "Great 
Suffering" and a "Pieta" evoked special interest. 





TRUDE WAEHNER EXPOSITION AT THE IAUREL GALLERY, Between June 3d and 
the 17th, the laurel Gallery in New tork held an exhibition of draw- 
ings by the Viennese painter Trude Waehner, The drawings on display 
were psychological portraits done in I'rance and America, Miss 
Waehner was, for many years, a member of the radical "Kunstschau" 
group founded by Klimt in Vienna, where she was also in close artistic 
contact with Schiele, Loos and particularly Kokoschka, For two years 
the Austrian painter worked at Sarah Lawrence College on a Carnegie 
Foundation grant, Her recent exhibition at the Galerie Raspail in 
Paris, where the iiusée d'Art Moderne purchased one of her paintings, 
was a fine success, Trude Waehner's work has also been on display in 
Vienna, Berlin, Prague, Zurich and Stockholm, 





RICHARD STRAUSS BECOMES HONORARY iEMBER OF VIENNA STATE OPERA. On the 
occasion of his 85th birthday the composer Kichard Strauss was made 

an honorary member of the Vienna State Opera, The Vienna State Opera 
presented a gala performance of his “Salome” and Federal Minister of 
Education, Dr, Felix Hurdes, sent the composer birthday wishes in the 
name of the Austrian Government, 





VIENNA STATE OPERA ENSEMBLE IN BRUSSELS, A Vienna State Opera ensem- 
ble began its guest performances in Drussels on June 20th with a 
presentation of "Rosenkavalier" under the baton of Karl B&hm, The 
performance was received with great applause by both the public and 
the critics. 

In recent years ensembles of the Vienna State Opera have given 
highly succesful foreign guest performances in France, Great Britain, 
Belgium and Italy, 





THE MET NEGOTIATING FOR VIENNESE SINGERS. The Metropolitan Opera 
Company is now negotiating with several outstanding singers of the 
Vienna State Opera for guest engagements in New York for the next 
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season. The principal participants in these negotiations are the 
soprano Elisabeth Schwarzkopf, who has achieved resounding successes 
during the past years both in Vienna and London and who will continue 
to remain a member of the Vienna State Opera, the tenor Anton Kern 
and the bass Ludwig Weber, 

According to a report from Vienna the contract between the 
Metropolitan and the Viennese opera singer Paul SchUffler has already 
been signed, Schéffler is one of the most beloved bass-baritones of 
the Vienna State Opera. He is now on a guest tour in Paris with Max 
Lorenz and Kirsten Flagstadt. After his contract performances in New 
York Paul Schéffler will return to the Vienna State Opera, 





DEATH OF MARIA CEBOTARI, iWaria Cebotari, one of the leading and most 
beloved members of the Vienna State Opera, died on June 9th in Vienna 
at the age of 59, The famous artist, who continued to perform until 
recently, had been afflicted with carcinoma of the liver but until 
her death had not realized the gravity of her situation, 

The tragic death of Maria Cebotari has forced the management of 
the Salzburg Festivals to recast some of the operatic parts, The 


role of Eurydice in Gluck's "Orpheus and Eurydice" will now be sung 
by Jarmila Novotna, 


ATTILA HOERBIGER AND HANS THINMIG ENGAGED BY BURGTHEATIR, Attila 
Hoerbiger, famous actor and until now a member of the "Theater in der 
Josefstadt" has been engaged by the Lurgtheater and will begin ap- 
pearing at the latter theater next February Ist. Hans Thimig has 
also been engaged by the Burgtheater as manager and actor, He will 
start work at the theater on September lst of this year, 





AUSTRIAN ESPERANTO STAMP, A 20egroschen stamp has been released in 
Vienna on June 2lst "to publicize the Austrian Esperanto Congress of 
1949 and the peaceful aims of this universal language." The design 
features the green star which is the emblem of Esperanto, devised 60 
years ago by Ludwig Lazarus Zamenhof (1859 - 1917) who was a Polish 
oculist and linguist. 





CONVENTION OF AUSTRIAN CHAPTER OF INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS, 
The first full-scale convamtion of the International College of sur- 
geons since the war is being held in Vienna from June 30th to July 
2nd under the sponsorship of the organization's Austria Chapter, It 
was originally intended to be a small internal scientific convention, 
but foreign medical men showed so keen an interest that the scope of 
the convention was greatly expanded, This interest is further evi- 
dence that the Vienna medical school is again held in high esteem and 
enjoying an excellent reputation, In addition to 40 leading Austrian 
surgeons, some 70 foreign scientists are also participating in the 
convention's proceedings, Representatives have come from the United 
States, France, Italy, Great Britain, Germany, Spain and Hungary. 

The chairman of the international gathering is the noted Austrian 
surgeon Prof, Finsterer,. The main theme of the convertion is the 
problem presented by abscess of the brain on which subject the 
Viennese professors Schoenbauer, Schlander and Chiari will read pa- 
pers. The following foreign surgeons will also read reports: Dr. 
Herbert Acuff (knoxville), J.C. Alexander (Southwestern Medical 
College, Dalias,Texas), A.T,. Andreasen (London), D.T. Atkinson (San 
Antonio, Texas), HeE. Bacon (Philadelphia, Pa.), J. Bitsehai (Alexan- 
dria, Egypt), AelM. Dogliotti (Turin), H, Fournier (Chicago), I, Hedri 
(Budapest), R.W, McNealy (Chicago), R, Di Paolucci (Rome), il, Schie- 
menson (New York), A, Soler-Roig (Barcelona), MM, Thorek (Enicago) and 
others. These lectures will deal primarily with surgery of the in- 
testines, the kidney and the oesophagus, and will also discuss vagus 
operations in cases of stomach ulcers and possible endocrine treat- 
ment of carcinoma cases, A total of 36 Austrian and foreign scien- 
tists of repute will address the convention, In view of the conven- 
tion's importance, the Austrian Government and the Mayor of Vienna 
will give an official banquet at the "International House" in the 
Schwarzenberg Palace on July 2nd. 





85,000 WAR ORPHANS IN AUSTRIA, There are now in Austria 85,000 war 
Orphans, 64,000 war widows, and 166,645 war invalids, including 
1,700 war blind, according to a report recently released by a com= 
mission of the Austrim Parliament, However the total number of in- 
dividuals entitled to assistance in accordance with the Austrian 
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statute of Assistance to Invalids and War Victims amounts to 505,100, 
This means that every 12th Austrian is either directly or indirectly 
, war victim, To the above group also belong the 123.000 persons who 
receive a pension as next-of-kin of soldiers who did not return, 

The Austrian Government is now spending 615 million schillings, 
or more than 10% of the total budget, for assistance to orphans, 
widows and disabled war victims, 


10,000 LBS. ALIERICAN RELIEF SUPPLIES FOR AUSTRIAN CHILDREN, Needy 
thildren in Austria received more than 10,000 lbs, of supplies through 
the " Save the Children Federation" in the first four months of 1949, 
the non-profit child welfare organization recently announced in New 
YorKe 

The Federation, which has been developing an Austrian program 
similar to those it operates in five other needy European countries, 
was recently commended by Austrian ifinister Dr, Ludwig Kleinwaechter, 

The supplies included complete outfits of clothing and food for 
individual needy children; and clothing, shoes and school supplies for 
school groups of 50 or more children, The work was made possible by 
persons in the United States who sponsored a boy or girl for a year by 
donating $96, or who undertook the sponsorship of a school group for 
$150 or more, A new and popular project was a Teachers’ Package unit 
containing supplies for an Austrim teacher and pupils, From cities 
throughout the United States, Parent-Teacher groups sent 1,260 lbs. of 
these packages to their colleagues in Austria, Other supplies such as 
candy, clothing packages for families, and personal gifts from spon- 
sors in this country to "their" children or schools completed the to- 
tal. The gifts were accompanied by considerable correspondence between 
the U.S, sponsors and the youngsters they are helping in Austria, 





AUSTRIAN RAIL AND AIR TRAVEL FACILITIES GREATLY IMPROVED, Austria's 
domestic and international rail facilities have been improved to such 
an extent that full peacetime travel standards have again been restored, 
as the new Austrian summer train schedule for 1949 shows. On major 
lines, the number of trains have been increased, most express trains 
provided with dining and sleeping cars and international connections 
improved, Thus the running time of the "Arlberg-Express" -- which is 
a major rail link between Western Europe and the Balkans -- was cut 
from 36 to 24 hours on the Paris-Vienna stretch, The “Orient-Express" 
schedule between Vienna and Paris was also shortened by several hours, 

Five direct trains are now operated daily between Vienna and 
PARIS: two via Salzburg-Innsbruck - Zuerich and Basel; two via Salz- 
burg - Innsbruck - Bregenz and Strassburg ; and one via Salzburg - Mu- 
nich and Kehl, 

Between Vienna and LONDON, there are four trains daily: two via 
Salzburg - Innsbruck - Basel and Calais; one via Salzburg - Brussels 
and Ostend; and one via Salzburg- Cologne and Rotterdam, 

To ITALY there are two direct trains daily from Vienna via Kla- 
genfurt - Venice and Florence to Rome and Naples, In addition, there 
are two direct schedules from Innsbruck to Rome via Verona, and one 
daily rum from Vienna to Milan and Turin via Villach and Tarvis, 

Service to the BALLANS is provided by several trains a day from 
Vienna to Budapest, Bucarest and Belgrade, In addition, there is a 
train from Vienna to Belgrade and Spalato via Graz and Zagreb; one 
from Vienna to Fiume and Triest via Graz and Laibach: and a direct 
line from Innsbruck and Salzburg to Laibach, Zagreb, Belgrade, Sofia 
and Istambul via Bad Gastein and Villach, 

There are also several daily trains to CZECHOSLOVAKIA and POLAND, 
such as the three daily runs from Vienna to Prague, the train from 
Innsbruck, Salzburg and Linz to Prague, and the express from Vienna to 
Warsaw and Moscow via Katowice, 

There are several daily connections to GERMANY and SW ITZERLAND: 
from Vienna to Dresden and Berlin (via Prague), to Hamburg, Cologne, 
Frankfurt and ilunich, Four daily express trains connect the Austrian 
Capital with Zurich and Basel, 
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